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TRANSSHIIMENT POINT 
VIET YEN, NORTH VIETNAM 
19^TN 10549E 

1. SIGNIFICANCE: 

THIS BRIEFING BOARD DEPICTS DAYTIME WATER-BORNE TRANSSHIIMENT OF SUPPLIE 
ON 25 DECEMBER 1967 DURING THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE. 

2. LOCATION: 

THE TRANSSHIIMENT OPERATION IS LOCATED ON THE WEST BANK OF THE SONG 
MA (RIVER), 0.2 NM EAST OF VIET YEN, AND 3 NM EAST-SOUTHEAST OF THANH HOA AT 
19-47-20N 105 -^ 9 -^OE. 

3- MISSION READOUT: 

_ REVEALS SIX PROBABLY MOTORIZED SAMPANS, 

APPROXIMATELY kO' IN LENGTH, MOORED ON THE WEST BANK OF THE SONG MA AT THE 
VIET YEN TRANSSHIIMENT POINT. FIFTEEN ADDITIONAL SAMPANS ARE OBSERVED ON THE 
SONG MA IN THE VICINITY OF THE TRANSSHIIMENT POINT AND AT LEAST ONE OF THESE 
IS MOTORIZED AND UNDERWAY. 

FIVE CARGO TRUCKS ARE OBSERVED AT OR NEAR THE TRANSSHIIMENT POINT: 

THREE ARE EMPTY OR ARE BEING UNLOADED, ONE IS CANVAS-COVERED AND PARKED ON 
THE WEST BANK OF THE SONG MA, AND A FIFTH IS PARTIALLY LOADED AND MOVING 
TOWARD THE TRANSSHIIMENT POINT. 

EIGHTEEN CANVAS-COVERED STACKS OF MATERIALS ARE OBSERVED NEAR THE RIVER 

BANK. 


NGA review(s) 
completed. 
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ALTHOUGH NUMEROUS SAMPANS WERE OBSERVED ON PHOTOGRAPHY |_| 

j ^ND SOME OF THESE IN LARGE CONCENTRATIONS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
ASSOCIATE THEM WITH ANY SPECIAL LOGISTIC EFFORT BECAUSE SUCH CONCENTRATIONS 
ARE FREQUENTLY OBSERVED ON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF NORTH VIETNAM. HOWEVER, 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT NO LARGE WATER-BORNE LOGISTIC CRAFT, SUCH AS THE S.L. 
1 CLASS CARGO VESSELS OBSERVED ENGAGED IN TRANSSHIPMENT ACTIVITY AT QUANG 
KHE, NORTH VIETNAM, DURING THE FEBRUARY 1967 TET TRUCE, WERE OBSERVED DURING 
THIS YEAR'S CHRISTMAS TRUCE. 

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT SAMPANS 40* IN LENGTH HAVE A CARRYING CAPACITY 
OF APPROXIMATELY TEN METRIC TONS. 
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